Abstract: Lecane yatseni sp. n., collected from the littoral of an artificial lake on Qi'ao island of the Pearl River estuary, Guangdong province, south of China, is described and figured. It is closely related to one of the commonest species of the genus, Lecane luna, resembling Lecane papuana, but distinguished by the presence of inwardly curved aculeated anterolateral spines and broad-based spine-formed projections close to the middle of the ventral head aperture margin.
Introduction
The family's single genus, Lecane Nitzsch, 1827, is one of the most species-rich genera of Rotifera. There are more than 200 species in the genus at present (Segers 2007) . They live mainly in benthic periphytic and interstitial habitats, and most of them live in freshwater. About 40 of them have been found in saltwaters: 21 euryhaline species, 13 haloxenous species, at least seven strictly haline species have been reported, occurring in inland saline and/or marine habitats (Fontaneto et al. 2008) . More than 60 species of the genus were recorded in China up to 1997, and most of the named taxa are widely distributed or cosmopolitan, with only Lecane chinesensis (Zhuge et Koste, 1996) possibly restricted to China (Zhuge et al. 1998) . Further studies should be carried out, especially in marine and brackish water.
In the present study, a hitherto unknown brackish water species of this genus, Lecane yatseni sp. n., is described on material from Qi'ao island of the Pearl River estuary, China.
Material and methods
Rotifer samples were collected with a 64 µm mesh plankton net, and preserved in 4% formaldehyde. Selection and study of rotifer specimens was done using a stereo-microscope (Shunyu SZ) and a microscope (Nikon E800). Drawings were made using a camera lucida.
Lecane yatseni sp. n. (Figs 1A, B) Description. Parthenogenetic female: loricate Lecane. Dorsal plate narrower than ventral plate, anteriorly narrower a lot. Head aperture margins ventrally and Segers (1995: 77, Fig. 191 Table 2 . The most important difference among Lecane luna, L. yatseni sp. n., L. papuana, L. segersi, L. curvicornis and L. rhenana.
Modified from (Segers 1995) and (Sanoamuang 1996) . Etymology. The species is named after Sun Yat-sen (Sun Zhongshan) who is the founder of the author's alma mater (Sun Yat-sen University), for his devotion to Chinese revolution. Mulamoottil, 1974 Bivalvia larvae Lecane grandis Murray, 1913 Brachyura larvae Lecane stenroosi Meissner, 1908 Fishes larvae Rotaria sp.
Morphological characteristics
Gastropoda larvae Synchaeta sp.
Macrura larvae Tripleuchlanis plicata (Levander, 1894) Polychaeta larvae of the genus, L. luna (Müller, 1776) (Fig. 1C) , superficially resembling L. papuana (Murry, 1913) (Fig. 1D ).
The presence of two pairs of broad-based spines on the concave ventral head aperture margin characterise the species. The first pair of spines in antero-lateral corners is much longer, aculeated and inwardly curved. The second pair of spines close to the middle of the ventral head aperture margin is less prominent, it can be easily overlooked. It differs from L. luna by the spines on anterior margin of ventral plate, from L. papuana by the inwardly curved aculeated antero-lateral spines, and by its concave dorsal head aperture margin.
Lecane rhenana (Hauer, 1929) is excluded based on the characteristics of Lecane yatseni. sp. n. following the classification scheme of Segers (1995) . There are also some superficial resemblances with L. curvicornis (Murray, 1913) and L. segersi (Sanoamuang, 1996) , but the species can not be confused. Table 2 show the most important difference among Lecane luna, L. yeatseni sp. n., L. papuana, L. segersi, L. curvicornis and L. rhenana.
Distribution and ecology. Lecane yatseni sp. n. might be a rare warm-stenotherm species. So far, it has been found on July 27, 2008 only from the samples collected in the lake (temperature 33
• C, salinity 12‰), which is a distinct brackish water body. However, a closely related species, L. luna, a common species preferring warmer waters, was occurring in the same site later in the year (November 29, 2008 ; temperature 17
• C; salinity: 14‰). A list of accompanying metazoan zooplankton fauna is presented in Table 3 .
